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marry his mother. The complex, we are told, is normally
repressed, as it conflicts with the moral ideas of its possessor,
who is, therefore, unaware of its existence.
We need not subscribe to all the arguments of the Freudians
in this matter; but common sense indicates that, if the father
is unsympathetic toward his son, if he, albeit unconsciously,
comes between him and his mother, if in the child's life he
constantly enacts the rdle of the stern disciplinarian, then he
may tend to be disliked. It. is true that the bond between
mother and son is usually closer than that between father and
son, and that a boy is frequently awkward and diffident in the
presence of his father. Now teachers are parent-substitutes in
the eyes of the child, and men-teachers in particular should
realize that any attitude of dislike or resentment that may
exist toward the father tends to be automatically transferred
to them. The Freudian doctrine here may help us to under-
stand the not infrequent case of the boy who, in spite of any-
•diing we can say or do, seems to delight in frustrating our best
efforts.
In girls the complex is said to take a complementary form,
involving a tendency to dislike the mother and love the father.
It is called the Elektra complex, since Elektra was the heroine
in Greek mythology who, for love of her father Agamemnon,
assisted her brother Orestes to slay her mother Clytaemnestra/
But the Freudians have some difficulty in explaining why the
girl should dislike her mother, and their account of this com-
plex is unconvincing, to ^|fedie least of it; It can be admitted,
however, that at a later Sge the relations between father and
daughter are frequently of a very friendly nature.
Whatever the amount of general truth there may be in the
Freudian theories of these complexes, it is at least certain that
the early attitudes of the young child toward his parents,
brothers, and sisters are of abiding importance, and that
throughout life they tend to colour his emotional relations
with other people. Freud and his disciples have done great
service to psychology and education in directing attention to
the early years of life. Never again will the individual change
and advance so much in a given time.

